
Online Service for Sunday 26 April: Q&A with Martin & Final Blessings 
 

1. Tell us about 1 or 2 of your favourite memories from your time in Macclesfield. 

There are so many memories, the beautiful photo album that Sue has compiled gives a 
hint to the sheer number and variety!  So, I couldn’t possibly narrow down three years 
of eventful ministry here in Macclesfield into one or two specific moments.  But I will 
share two enduring memories and reflections. 

Firstly, this has been a challenging and a costly curacy for me on a personal level.  There 
have been times of personal struggle, pain and sadness – whether it be due to events or 
circumstances directly affecting me or affecting the wonderful people around me, 
people who I passionately care for and love as their priest and their curate. 

Secondly, this has been a blesséd curacy exactly because as much as I’ve ministered to 
people in their struggles, they also have ministered to me in mine.  To all of you 
listening to this service or reading the transcript, your patience, your love and your 
encouragement have supported me in so many ways.  The laughter, the banter and 
sometimes the tears we’ve shared will stay with me for a long time.   

 

2. What aspect of church life here in Macclesfield do you think you will definitely 
want to take with you to Runcorn? 

Well I’d like to take a few of the people, and especially Sue! I’ve really enjoyed working 
and journeying with many people in our congregations.  

But this next chapter in my life will not be about taking things from St Michael’s in 
Macclesfield to St Michael’s in Runcorn!  There are many aspects and facets to the 
church life and church family at St Michael’s in Runcorn that resonate with me and have 
called me to that place.  I’m looking forward to learning more about their church life 
and meeting more of the church family at St Michael’s Runcorn.  Where and how is 
Christ working in that place and in those people? And how can I serve them and help 
them to build on that? The mission statement for St Michael’s Runcorn is “Growing 
Together” – I want to learn and discover how I can play may part in our shared mission 
and our common journey of “Growing Together”. 

 

3. What words of encouragement would you like to leave for us? 

I’ve thought a lot about this last question and I think I’d like to leave you with three things, 
because I’ll be taking these three things as personal encouragement for myself: 

a. As I said in my homily, we all need to “SHINE LIKE STARS IN THE UNIVERSE.” 
 

b. As I always say before the final hymn in any service I lead “LET’S GIVE IT SOME WELLY.” 
 

c. Finally, whenever you feel the need – “HAVE A CURLY WURLY.” 



Blessings 

When Martin asked me to do the final blessing for today’s service, there’s something he 
either didn’t know or had forgotten about.  The lovely people who attend the Thursday 
Communion service know that I usually give two blessings – the one normally written in the 
order of service and one specific to the context, the time of year or whatever I was talking 
about in my homily.  So, I can’t resist the temptation of giving two blessings today. 

 
Firstly, one that relates to current situation of the coronavirus pandemic and our church 
doors being closed. 
 
May the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ go with you, 

wherever He may send you. 
May He guide you through the wilderness, 

protect you through the storm. 
May He bring you home rejoicing 

at the wonders He has shown you. 
May He bring you home rejoicing 
once again through our doors.  Amen.  
(Northumbrian Community Blessing – adapted) 

 

Finally, one that relates to my homily of “Shining like stars in the universe” 
 
Let the love of the Father 

show forth in our hearts. 
Let the goodness of Christ 

be demonstrated in our deeds. 
Let the power of the Holy Spirit 

flow out through our souls. 
Let the wonder of God  

resound in our words. 
And the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you  
and remain with you always.  
Amen. 


